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New Crib Regulations In Effect
As new crib standards outlined by the Consumer Safety Product 
Commission become law, parents shopping for a new crib will 
soon discover that drop-side cribs are a thing of the past.

Drop-side cribs were originally made with 
convenience in mind, so that parents and 
caregivers could lower one side and easily lift the 
child out of the crib. However, over the past decade, 
troubling issues have come to light regarding the 
safety of the crib’s design. Numerous incidents of 
accidental strangulation, entrapment, or falls 
involving drop-side cribs were reported, leading the 
CSPC to issue recalls on over nine million cribs in 
the last five years. Faulty and defective hardware, 
drop side malfunction, and detaching side rails 
have been blamed for at least 32 infant deaths and 
many more injuries since 2000.

Finally, towards the end of 2010, the CSPC 
unanimously voted to ban the manufacture and 
resale of drop-side cribs. The new law went into 
effect in June, 2011, at which time it becomes 
illegal to sell new or used drop-side cribs. Moreover, 
places of public accommodations, like hotels, 
hospitals, childcare centers, and family childcare 
homes will have 24 months to replace all drop side 
cribs with cribs that have stationary sides.

While parents are also urged to replace their 
drop-side cribs, it won’t be illegal to have a 
drop-side crib in a private home. Many parents 
around the country will be faced with the choice of 
keeping their old convenient drop-side cribs or 
replacing them with a sturdier, safer kind that will 
significantly lessen the ease and comfort to which 
they have become accustomed.

The CPSC recommends that parents who opt 
for the drop-side cribs check the structure and 
sides of the crib to make sure they are working 
properly and that the particular crib they are using 
hasn’t been the subject of a recall. The Juvenile 
Products Association, which represents most of 
the crib industry, says that most cribs that haven’t 
been recalled and that are assembled properly can 
be used safely.

It is noteworthy that cheaper cribs made with 
plastic hardware are more prone to defects and 
malfunctions than those made with metal 
hardware. It would seem clear that such cribs 
should be subjected to closer scrutiny. The new 
standards imposed by the CSPC call for more 
rigorous safety testing of baby beds and also 
require mattress supports to be stronger and crib 
hardware to be sturdier.

CPSC head Inez Tenenbaum is pleased to be 
able to say that she has now fulfilled the promise 
she made to Congress  to toughen crib standards. 
“After nearly 30 years, these new crib safety 
rules will usher in a new generation of safer 
cribs,” Tenenbaum says. “I believe that a safe 
crib is the safest place for a baby to sleep, and 
our actions today will help parents have 
confidence in the safety of the cribs they buy in 
the future.”

TIPS
What to Do If You’re
Pulled Over

from TROOPER TOM:

PULL OVER
as soon as it is safe and reasonable to do so. This shows that 
you have the proper respect for a police vehicle’s right of way, and 
it does not mean that you are admitting guilt. 

ALWAYS PULL OVER TO
THE RIGHT

side of the roadway. On divided highways, signal and safely move over 
to the far right lane, and then onto the shoulder. Choose a section of 
the roadway that has a full shoulder, if possible, so that the 
officer can safely approach the car without the risk of being 
clipped by a passing vehicle. 

MAKE THE OFFICER
FEEL SAFE

by rolling down your window and placing your 
hands on the steering wheel. It is advisable not 
to make any sudden movements and it is a 
good idea to turn your dome light on at night. 
Always remain in your vehicle unless the 
officer instructs otherwise. 

ALLOW THE OFFICER TO 
ADDRESS YOU FIRST.

Often, drivers blurt out the wrong things to an officer, which may 
incriminate them. Keep calm. Don’t volunteer information about 
your speed, for example. The officer may be pulling you over for a 
different reason. Silence is not an admission of guilt and it can 
never be used against you in court. 

KNOW WHERE YOUR 
PAPERWORK IS.

The officer will first ask you for you license, registration, and 
insurance. Make sure you know where these documents are so 
that you don’t keep the officer waiting while you rummage through 
your pockets and wallet. This may not speak well for you or garner 
sympathy.

Note that driving with a suspended license will result in an 
immediate arrest and you will face a stiff penalty of mandatory 
jail time.

NEVER ARGUE WITH THE OFFICER.
Challenging the officer or asking to see the officer’s radar-gun 
calibration will never result in a positive outcome. If you are 
issued a ticket and you wish to contest it, set a date in court.




